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林前1st Corinthians 3:10-15

· 教會的根基要立在耶穌基督的磐石上，因為唯有基督是教會的根基，除此之外沒有別的根基！我們務必要用心來經營我們這一生被神揀選為基督徒的生活，千萬不要隨便，以為來教會神就必須應允我們的禱告，或者只為了自己的需要而來教會。剛開始很多人來到主的面前有所求，但當你開始學習認識主，就要開始用心經營基督徒的生活！如何得神的祝福？首先你要得勝自己！得勝你自己的根基是什麼？立在耶穌基督的磐石上！你是一個聰明的工頭，知道了神的恩典已在教會建立，而只有耶穌基督可以使你、我從外邦的肉體進入屬教會、在基督裡屬靈的弟兄姊妹！The foundation of the church needs to be built on Jesus Christ, for He is the only foundation, there is no other!  We need to take heart to manage this God chosen Christian life, don’t do things casually.  Don’t think that God must answer our prayers just because we come to church, or only come to church for our needs.  Many people come to God to ask for something.  As you learn about the Lord, use heart to manage this Christian life.  How to receive God’s blessings?  You need to first overcome yourself.  What is the foundation that can make you an overcomer?  To stand firm on the rock, that is: Jesus Christ.  You are a expert (wise) builder.  Understand that God’s grace has already built the church, only Jesus Christ can bring us in to spiritual realm as brothers and sisters from our gentile flesh.  

· 聰明的工頭知道有競爭才有進步，那個競爭的對象不是別人，乃是你自己過去的老我跟你現在的景況，加上神將來要祝福你的那個兒女。建造什麼？我們剛開始來教會不知道要得什麼、看什麼，從這觀點開始轉變為不再看人、也不跟人比較，開始建造根基，知道這根基是耶穌基督！我到宜蘭教會至今二年多一點，剛開始帶著滿腔熱血去打拼，可是，我做得很辛苦，因我用著肉體去服事。我以為一分耕耘才有一分收穫。原來，我的服事不是因愛主的心來服事，乃是因我被差派，不願意丟臉而服事。本來我以為只要我努力就可以做，後來才發現教會的根基是立在基督上！The expert builder (NIV) or wise foreman (CUV) knows that competition brings progress.  However, your competition is between your past (old self), current (situation), and future (blessings).  What are we building?  As we first come to church, we don’t really know what we want or what to see.  Our point of view is transformed so that we no longer look at or compete with others.  We begin to build the foundation on Jesus Christ.  I went to Yilan church for a little over 2 years.  When I started, I was filled with enthusiasm to work hard.  However, it was very tiring because I used my flesh to serve.  I thought that I would reap based on what I have sowed.  But, it turned out that my intention for service was not for loving the Lord, but I didn’t want to feel ashamed because I was sent.  I thought my efforts were sufficient, but later found out that the church’s foundation was built on Jesus Christ!
· 你、我成為神的兒女，來到主的面前，你要經營你的生活，但你要更加用心經營神兒女的生活，如此，你才知道什麼叫作基督徒！若不然，就會憑肉體，哪怕是傳道人。不討神喜悅的服事絕對很累，且沒有果效。神給我看這章節，我才明白我要成為聰明的工頭，而不是無頭蒼蠅，且要成為領袖真正的能在弟兄姊妹沒有方向時，幫助他們。根基若在耶穌身上，你就會跟祂同負一軛，這樣我們就覺得輕省。大約半年前，我覺得輕鬆，而且教會也開始成長。否則，以前我用著我的方法，每天盯著羊有沒有來，非常辛苦。As the children of God that come before the Lord, you need to manage your life and your children’s life, so that you would understand the meaning of being a Christian.  Otherwise, you will stress out from doing ineffective things in the flesh, this is the same for preachers.  God reveal these verses to me so that I understood the meaning of being an expert (wise) builder, instead of being a headless fly.  I realize the importance of being a leader to guild and help brothers and sisters when they lack directions.  If the foundation is Jesus Christ, being in the same yoke as Him, we will feel light.  About ½ year ago, I started to feel relax and the church grew.  Otherwise, if I were to use my own ways to check daily on the flock, I would feel burdened.   

· 聰明的工頭是做首不做尾、居上不居下！你若是一個聰明的工頭，你就有競爭，因為昨天的老我已經死了，而且勝過你的罪，如此一來，今天的你絕對比昨天更進步！再者，你要做眾人的榜樣，成為領袖！工頭一定比人更努力、更花一份心！聖經中的約瑟是一個聰明的工頭，17 歲時穿了一件彩衣，神也讓他做了二個偉大的異夢。可是竟被賣到埃及，從彩衣成為僕衣。那時約瑟一定非常懷疑，不是神已經應許了嗎？這就好像我要去礁溪時，也一再一再地有印證，且也看見異象。約瑟花了十三年的時間走的路很辛苦。他回頭看的不是為何被弟兄陷害，乃是看見神沒讓他死，而且現在還可以活在埃及，約瑟知道那一位神，就是給他異夢的神，這才是我們今天來到教會明白教會所有的祝福，神早已預備！這樣，我們才能立好根基，且在上面建造。怎麼從上面建造？謹慎自守、警醒禱告！（彼前4:7）神總是有更美好的計畫在你身上、無論你是傳道人、或者你才剛被邀請來教會！你若來教會後覺得愈來愈重擔，那絕非神安排，乃是仇敵在你身上跟你說話、動工了！你來教會不是沒有用，所以千萬不要對神失去信心、盼望！其實，你來到教會應當將以前的老我甩開！The expert (wise) builder is the head, not the tail, and will always be at the top, never at the bottom.  The expert (wise) builder will have competition with one self, because the old self dies and sins overcome.  Therefore, you are progressing from yesterday.  Furthermore, as a leader, you need to set an example for people.  The expert builder must work harder and be more diligent.  Joseph was an expert (wise) builder.  He had a coat of many colors and 2 great dreams.  Unfortunately, he was sold to Egypt, the coat of many colors turned in the coat of slavery.  Joseph must have been very doubtful, didn’t God promised?  Same thing happened to me when I went to Jiaosi; I had confirmations and visions.  Joseph spent 13 years in hardship.  As he looked back, his focus was on the God that carried him through, instead of the brothers that sold him.  He was able to live in Egypt because he knew the God that gave him dreams.  As we come to church today, I need to know that God has prepared all the blessings.  Therefore, we can set the correct foundation and build on it.  So how do we build?  “Be clear minded and self-controlled.” (1st Peter 4:7)  God always has a better plan for you, whether you are a preacher or a newcomer.  If you feel burdened as you come to church, it must be from the devil, not from God.  Don’t lose faith, and don’t feel that coming to church is useless.  Actually, throw away your old self when you come to church.  

· 一則小故事。在紐約有一個小孩要拔牙，門診預約在早上七點多，但他不願進電梯，以致電梯無法關門。由於大家急著上班，所以母親把他拉進去，剛好有一個胖子也要擠進去。不久，那胖子大叫，因為小孩咬他的屁股。母親責罵：『你怎麼這樣？』小孩回：『他無緣無故坐在我臉上，我快不能呼吸了！』今天也許你是那小孩，很多人將重擔、事情無緣無故地加在你身上。身為基督徒，當耶穌成為我們的根基，便叫我們得自由！你可能覺得怎麼一到公司就很多問題衝著你來、甚至在教會服事時，槍口都對著你，但這個時候你有沒有想到耶穌是你的根基？神讓你遇到這些事，一定有特別的美意，你應當感謝主，因為神用了這麼多的心來栽培你，而且發動那麼多的人對付你、讓你成長。你若用此角度來看你的生命，你會發現一切的重擔，耶穌絕對幫你挑。A short story.  A child in New York needed tooth extraction.  The appointment was around 7 AM.  Because he was reluctant to enter the elevator, the door couldn’t close.  The mother dragged him in because people were rushing to get to work.  An overweight person squeezed in also.  Soon after, the overweight person started to scream because the child bit his butt.  Mother scolded: “Why did you do that?”  The child replied: “he sat on my face for no reason, I cannot breath!”  Maybe you are that child today.  Many people put burdens on you without reason.  Being a Christian, as Jesus is our foundation, we can be set free.  Maybe you feel after entering the company, the problems come; or as you serve God in the church, the guns are pointing at you.  But have you thought about whether or not that Jesus is your foundation?  Thank God that you are encountering these problems.  God may have His purpose, He spend time to plant you, to motivate people to go against you, so that you can grow.  If you see life in this angle, you will discover that all burdens are carried by Jesus.

· 你以為只有你在火煉嗎？但以裡的三個朋友被丟進加七倍的火爐裡，他們是甘心樂意的。火爐裡雖是三個人，但變成四個人，因為裡面有一位是人子！當你願意在生命中被熬練，你的生命會愈成為精金的生命，愈加有延展性、愈加柔軟、愈加有能聽的耳，這樣才稱為基督徒立在基督的根基上！每次當你在火煉時，也許是從你的家、公司、或教會而來時，你要想到神告訴我們，再大的火，祂與我們同在！後來尼布甲尼撒王將他們從火爐中拉出來時，他們絲毫無損傷，而且沒有火燎味！（但3:19-30）你千萬不要因著一點點環境的歷練就退縮、離開火爐，乃要甘心樂意地面對你現在面對的種種環境，或許這歷練是你最受不了的病痛。教會的根基立在基督的磐石上，如此，聖靈會跟你同工！你、我不能做什麼！好像我剛開始覺得我什麼都能做，但晚上回到家還沒睡好，就要起床去教會了，那不是神所喜悅的，因為我為我自己在服事。然而，神要的乃是我們為了愛主而忙，如此，神就與我們同工！我們花時間來教會追求，你回到家要將這一份心帶回去。教會是你最好學習的地方，而你的家、工作岡位就是你最好服事的禾場，因此，你要成為好榜樣！You think only you are in the furnace?  Daniel’s three friends were thrown into the blazing furnace that was seven times hotter, willingly.  Three were thrown in and they saw a fourth, which was the Son of man.  When you are willing to endure the training, your life will become golden, scalable, softer, and are able to hear; this is called the Christian on the foundation of Christ!  The furnace may be your home, company, or church.  Just remember, God tells us that He will be with us always, no matter how great the fire.  When Nebuchadnezzar told the three to come out of furnace, they saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. (Daniel 3:19-30)  Don’t retreat from the furnace when situations come, accept it willingly, this maybe painful that you cannot stand.  The church’s foundation is on the rock of Christ; therefore, the Spirit will work among you.  You and I cannot do much.  In the beginning I felt like I could do anything.  I got up to go to church without a good night sleep.  God didn’t like it because I was serving myself.  However, God wants us to serve because we love Him.  If this is the case, the God will work with us.  We spend time in church to seek God, take the heart that loves home.  Church is the place to learn, home and career is where you practice.  Therefore, set a good example!

                                                                                          | 早禱會 Morning Prayer Meeting | Sept. 24, 2010 |


